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than to the subject of the reform or improvement of the
law.    The three Income Tax Acts of 1870, 1871, and
1872, and the Acts (XVIL, XVIIL, and XX. of 1871)
for providing for the levy of rates on land in Oudh,
the North-West Provinces, and the Panjab respec-
tively, were no doubt amongst the most important of
the laws which were passed during his tenure of office.
Their interest, however, is rather political than legal.
One observation only arises upon them in connection
with the special subject of this letter.    Inasmuch as
they established new taxes by law, they were made
the occasion of an outcry against legislation.   ' India,'
it was said, 'requires rest, therefore do not legislate
about contracts or the law of evidence.'    It would be
about as sensible to say to a man who was accused
truly or falsely of over-speculation, ' Your income re-
quires rest, therefore do not put your papers in order/
It was often said, both in England and in India,
that the legislative work done in 1871 and 1872 was
done too quickly, and without due consideration or
full opportunity for public discussion.    No assertion
can be more opposed to the truth.    As to the degree
of care bestowed upon the Acts, they speak for them-
selves,   and   are   continually  subject to   the  most
searching of all criticism, the criticism of the Courts
of Justice; but as to the charge of precipitation, it
would be possible to show, if it were worth while,
that ample time was  afforded for the discussion of
every Act, that every sort of criticism was courted
and solicited, and that to have hesitated longer about
passing them would have been mere weakness.